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Scope of the Problem 
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Arizona Data FFY 2010 
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Pew Charitable Trust Sealant 
Assessment - 2015 

• http://www.pewtrusts.org/~/media/assets/
2015/04/dental_sealantreport_final 
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National Perspective 
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Hygienists 
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Healthy People 2010 Goal 
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State Grades 
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Arizona 
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AMPM Exhibit 431 - 1 
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Background 
• Dental sealants are thin coatings that when painted on 

the chewing surfaces of the back teeth (molars) can 
prevent cavities (tooth decay) for many years. Sealants 
protect the chewing surfaces from cavities by covering 
them with a protective shield that blocks out germs and 
food. Once applied, sealants protect against 80% of 
cavities for 2 years and continue to protect against 50% 
of cavities for up to 4 years.1 Children aged 6 to 11 years 
without sealants have almost three times more first molar 
cavities than children with sealants. 
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Application 
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AMPM 431 A 3 c iii 

Dental sealants for first and second molars 
are covered every three years up to 15 years 
of age, with a two-time maximum benefit. 
Additional applications must be deemed 
medically necessary and require PA through 
the Contractor  
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Scope of the Issue - Recent 
AHCCCS Acute Plan Data 
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Dental Sealants CMS Core 
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CMS Core : SEAL-CH 

• A. DESCRIPTION  

• Percentage of enrolled children ages 6 to 9 
at elevated risk of dental caries (i.e., 
“moderate” or “high” risk) who received a 
sealant on a permanent first molar tooth 
within the measurement year.  

• Data Collection Method: Administrative  
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CMS Core 
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TA Brief - CMS 

• https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/benefi
ts/downloads/sealant-measure-brief.pdf 
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Types of Sealants 
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Videos 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MmPk-
zr8auo 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZtrnr
gbl5c 
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ADA Website 

• https://www.ada.org/en/member-
center/oral-health-topics/dental-sealants 
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Challenges/Barriers 
• Not enrolling sufficient dental providers 

• Use of the dental home 

• Low reimbursement rates 

• Administrative burdens and reporting requirements 

• Transportation issues 

• Language and cultural barriers in seeking dental services 

• Lack of parental education 

• Low awareness of dental benefits for children 
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Potential Strategies 
• Use and distribution of the FTF Parent Kit 

• Partner with Delta Dental under grant funded potential 

• Bright Futures: In Practice Oral Health Pocket Guide for 
providers 

• Oral Health Services for Children and Adolescents with 
Special Health Care Needs Resource guide 

• Leverage ADHS, Head Start and school partnerships 

• Address reimbursement rates 

• VPB incentives for providers 
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HB 2235 
• Summary: HB 2235 establishes scope of practice for a Dental 

Health Aide Therapist (DHAT). DHATs will now be limited to 
practicing at FQHCs/FQHC look-alikes, community health centers, 
a nonprofit dental practice or organization that provides dental 
care to low-income and underserved individuals, or a private 
dental practice that provides dental care for community health 
center patients of record. Additionally, the legislation also seeks to 
prohibit a dental therapist from performing nonsurgical extractions 
of permanent teeth unless under the direct supervision of a 
dentist, as well as independently billing for services. Lastly, HB 
2235 now allows a DHAT to work under either general supervision 
pursuant to a written collaborative practice agreement, or direct 
supervision.  
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Annual Dental Visit - HEDIS 
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PDENT – CMS Core 
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Oral Health Screening Methodology 
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Fluoride Varnish Methodology 
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Questions? 
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Thank You. 
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